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THE PACIFIC: 


the spirit and independence of his replies, 
when excited by a sense of injustice. 
where one of his brothers resided, and 
* improved ; and on his return from his first 


_four-or five vears he was most of the time 


in acquiring skill in his profession, he was_ 


the command of a vessel. 


Indies, 1 think,—-while he was second -offi- 
und wbeknown to any other human being, 


he began to reflect on his relations to: his 


tracing the evidences and manifestations of 


sion of gratitade. 
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was born in Corinth, 


2 


don it, and penitently and obediently de- 
pend for salvation on his Saviour. In the 
accomplishment of this purpose he sought 
the aid of God by prayer and supplication. 
It is most interesting and instructive to 
see what view such a mind as his, acting. 
thus by itself, would take of the duties be- 
longing to the full and hearty adoption of 
Christian principle, as the fundamental and 
supreme rule of life. He understood it lit- 
erally, that when a man became a Chris- 
tian, ‘‘old things were passed away, and 
| behold all things were become new.” That 
is, he understood the principles of the. 
Christian religion to be so broad that they 
reached to the entire life and shaped the 
entire character. He believed that it was 
no more really a part of duty, according to 
Christian principle, to pray and to praise 
God, and perform other acts of strictly re- 
ligious worship, than it was to act rightly 
toward men—to practice truth, and honor, 
and honesty, and justice, and generosity. 
This was all a part of Christianity, as he 
understood it, and as it was his purpose 
and endeavor to practice. it. | 
Thus, one of his prominent characterist- 
ics was, that he was a man of principle. 
He did not act from impulse, or to be in 
the fashion, or to be popular, or to pro- 
mote his own private interest. But he 
acted from a sense of right, and no man 
would ever suggest or insinuate a lower or | 
a less worthy principle to him a second time. 
His decision was quick and positive, and if 
he was not right, he certainly thought he 


Orange county, Vermont, July 2d, 1811. 
Hicfather was a substantial farmer, a man 
of high respectablity, intelligence, and 

tinn character. He still survives, to | 
hear of the death of his distinguished son. 
The mother of Captain Knight died several 
vears ago. ‘I'wo brothers and a sister of 
his are living to mourn his loss. 

As a boy, young Knight never enjoyed 
ordinarily sound health. Consequently, he 
Wis physically unable to cope with boys of | 
| But mentally, he was excelled by | 
He was noted, at an early age, for - 


| 


his npre: 
Hone, 


He 
could not endure the confinement of school, 
aud in the hope of benefiting his health he 
went to sea. I think it was at the age of, 
fifteen that he went to Portsmouth, N. HL., 


thence shipped as cook on board a small 
fichine veel. As was hoped, his health 
voyage, he shipped for a longer | 
cruise and in a different capacity. For 


and since he made rapid progress 


promoted accordingly, till before he was 
twentyone-vears-old he was entrusted with 


Somewhere between the time of his going 
to sea and his majority, there was u year, 
ora part of a year, that he spent at school. 
And this, be it remembered, was all the 
ypportunity of education in letters that he 
ever had. It is an important fact to have 
in taind, in estimating, his character, and 
the native resources which he: must have 
had, to rise to the positions which he has 


tilled, ancl the world what he 
has achieved. Scareely one single year of 
his-riper youth did he have in school. As 


far, therefore, as education goes, he was 
emphatically a self-made man. 

And it was in this period of his life, and 
somewhat earlier than his majority, that he 
passed the most finportant and deciding 
crisisin his character. It was, if I mis- 
tuke not, when on a long voyage,—to the 


cer on board amerchantman. There alone, 


Maker, He was first impressed with the 
coodness of God. For a long time he was 


that all-surrounding goodness that supports 


was so, and no man could change it till he 
convinced him to the contrary. In other 
words, he was a conscientious man—relig- 
ously so-—and not only in religious mat- 
ters, but in all other matters,—and of this 
none need to be told who have had any 
extended acquaintance with him. 

On his return from the voyage here al- 
luded to, he made a public profession of 
religion, and united with the church in 
Portsmouth, N. H. 

After he had sailed master of different 
vessels from Northeastern ports for several 
years, he went to New York to enter a 
larger trade. Sailing thence first as -1st 
officer of the ship ‘‘ Qconee,” he soon so 
commended himself to those in whose ser- 
vice he was, that he was placed in com- 
mand. He was subsequently. part owner 
and master of the ship ‘‘ Memphis.” It 
was at this time that the well known firm 
Grinnell, Minturn & Co. became acquaint- 


ed with him, and placed him in command 


of the London packet ship ‘ Switzerland.” 

In his new position he was most, fortunate. 
and successful. The very elements seemed 

to favor his utmost energy and untiring ex- 

ertion, so that on his first voyage he re- 
duced the time of the ship’s passage to the 

then unusually short time of twenty-one 

days; and in all the passages he afterwards 
made in her, those from New York, east- 
ward, were never over twentydays When 
his owners built the famous packet ship 
“ New World,’, which, at the time it was 

launched, was the largest and best mer- 
chantman in the world, they passed by 
many more experienced and older masters 
in their service, and placed Captain Knight 

in command. It was-a proud position, 

worthy the ambition of any man, and it 

afforded him an opportunity to display’ his 

best qualities as a seaman and navigator, 

as well as a man of business. 


But at the same time that he was en- 
gaged in the discharge of business so im- 
portant, and requiring extraordinary ener- 
gy and industry, he was always devising 
some plan of philanthropy and benevolence. 
His heart was full of generous—impulses, 
and they were always working out where- 
ever he was. There are several instances 
illustrative of ‘this, of which I have learned, 
and I will here mention some of them. It. 
was during or shortly after the late terrible 
famine in Ireland that Captain Knight con- 
trived to spare time from the urgent re- 


and provides for all created things. He 
saw them on the ocean, where he had his 
home'for months together. He saw them 
in his own experience, for he recognized the 
hand that-had fed and clothed and sup- 
plied him from infancy, and had opened to 
him the high anticipations of endless ‘be- 
ing ! 
Immeliotely consequent upon his reflec- 
the woodtess of tiod, enme up 
‘his mind the consciousness of his own 


vegrafitude ! acknowledged to himself 
that all this eXpericnce of 
ceascless goodness, he had never, deliber- 
ately and heartily, returned a single expres- 
He had not felt it. He 
had been receiving the bounties of God ; 
and had been_seeing them poured forth in 
profusion upon the world, and had never 


quirements of his business, for a brief tour 
in the south of that country. Concerning 
his visit, I find an article in the Cork Erx- 
aminer, from which I will quote :- 


“During his sojourn he went about 
among the humblest perggns, inquiring, ad- 
vising, and endeavoring to inspire them 
with hope in their own exertions. When- 
ever he met a school-house, Captain Knight 
made it a point to enter it and endeavored 
to impress upon the children the necessity 
of cleanliness and an aborrence of beggary 
—leaving, in each case, a sum of money as 
a reward for such of them of both sexes as 
should distinguish themselves most, within 
a certain period, by attention to his exhor- 
tations. Above all, he urged upon every 
child, that they should rather die than beg. 
On all occasions he advocated the principle 
of independent energy, in the most ardent 


thought of their source ! | 

"He had been taught the Seriptures in_ 
his youth. He knew what God had done | 
to save men in Jesus Christ,—and the ¢on- 
sequent offer of salvation that was made to 
him,—and he was conscious that he had 
never regarded it or shown any respect to 
it. His reflections were aided with but 
few books, but these were the dest. First, 
the #idle, and next, Bunyan’s. Pilgrim’s 
Progress. These he read the more thor- 
oughly, because he had little if anything 
else at hand. Such were his spiritual in- 
structors, and such the direction of his 
thoughts, there alone upon the sea, where 
he determined to pursue an ungrateful 
course no longer,—but, on the contrary, to 
begin at once to return to God that grati- 
tude and that consequent obedience that 


3 he deserved. To do this, from that time 
_ and forever, was his deliberate and settled 


_ This was the turning point in his spiritu- 
al history. More of the details and partic- 
ulars I cannot give, for I never learned 
them. Hé was not a man to speak much 
of himself or his own private histéry, and 
this general outline of his course of thought 
and experience in religion is all I ever 


But so far as it goes, you will | 


bear me a#itness that it is perfectly charac- 
teristic. He took up the subject independ- 
ently and for himself ; as a reasonable and 
accountable man, he undertook to look into 


manner. The character of this enlightened 
stranger gained him, during his short stay, 
a very high de of esteem. His clear 
and active intelligence, pure morality, a 
humility more consonant to unobtrusive 
merit than to justice, and a fine warm at- 
mosphere of philanthropy environing all, 
excited among those who happened to meet 
him, a fee of admiration for the man, 
‘and for the nation which has given such 


oe ‘to the occupations of commercial 
e.” 


Many of my hearers will remember the 
| occurrence of the burning of the ship Ocean 
Monarch, in the summer of 1848. It was 
on the 24th of August, at eight o'clock in 
the morning, that the two ships New 
World and Ocean Monarch were towed 
out from Liv l by steamers, and start- 
ed on their way to New York. They were 
about six miles apart. As they were get- 
ting under full headway, Captain Knight, 
of the New World, remarked to a passen- 
ger, pointing to the noble Ocean Monarch, 
“There goes our rival; and if there is a 
ship in the trade I care for, there she is f” 
Shortly after this, one of the passenge: 

said, ‘‘ What is the matter with that 


He 


: 


| 


the wreck in saving such as could be res- 
cued from the flames or from a watery 
grave. Meanwhile Capt. Knight managed 
to work his ship, freighted with a most val- 
uable cargo and a erowd of passengers, and 
keep her from danger, with the men he had 
left. Several benevolent societies awarded 
testimonials of merit to him, and to the 
bravest of his crew, among. whom was the 
hero “Jerome.” All testimonials awarded 
to himself costing money, he promptly de- 
clined to receive, feeling conscientious objec- 
tions to the reception of anything of the 
kind involving the outlay of funds of a 
charitable institution. In reply to a com- 
seamed letter from the ‘‘ Liverpool 
hipwreck and Humane Society,” Captain 
Knight wrote as follows : es | 
“The high commendation of my conduct 
on that occasion expressed by your com- 
mittee is peculiarly gratifying to my feel- 
ings. With more than seven hundred souls 
on board —whose lives, under God, de- 


-pended upon my prudence and skill, in a 


dangerous part of the channel, without a 
pilot,—I felt at the time the responsibility 
assumed, when I decided to weaken my 
crew by ten men and officers, and to work 
the ship in their absence as best I could. 
It is, therefore, truly gratifying to find 
that, after months have elapsed, a deliber- 


ative body finds nothing to condemn in any 


of thé steps so hastily taken, but, on the 
contrary, something to approve.” 

There was one other enterprise of hu- 
manity and benevolence which our lamented 
friend had barely succeeded in carrying 


out, in connection with the business in which | 


he was engaged, when he resigned his po- 
sition in the New York and Liverpool 
trade, and accepted the office which he has 
till lately held in this city. But it was an 


enterprise in which A¢ was so entirely disin- 


terested, at the same time that it was so 
important to others,—an_ enterprise sur- 
rounded with so many difficulties, render- 
ing success to an ordinary mind impossible, 
and one in which his motives were so noble, 
praiseworthy and christian, that I cannot 
refrain from describing it here. | 

When, as commander of the New World; 
Captain Knight began regularly to visit 
Liverpool, he found that one of the regula- 
tions of the port was particularly ennoying 
to his men and most destructive to their 
morals. The obnoxious rule was this :— 
That no fires or lights should be allowed on 
board any vessel lying in the docks. It 
was established more than a century ago, 
after the occurrence of a conflagration at 
one of the great Warehouses, originating in 
a fire on board a Vessel in the dock contig- 
uous, by which a splendid pile was laid in 
ruins. The citizens of Liverpool thereupon 


petitioned Parliament to have a clause in- 


serted in the charter of the city forbidding 
fires and lights on board vessels lying in 
the docks. It had been in force since the 
beginning of the présent century,—and 
however cold the weather in that northern 
latitude, however wet and uncomfortable 
the day, or dark and gloomy the night, or 
however severe and stinging the frosts of 
winter, the sailor must bear it as best he 
could, or leave his ship and seek such -ac- 
commodations as sailors’ boarding-houses 
offered him! And these were of the worst 
description. In them the men were “ de- 
bauched, plucked, and ruined.” After,a 
short stay, a crew became demoralized, én- 
feebled, and unfit for duty. The contrast 
between the moral condition of crews and 
officers sailing to Liverpool, and to London, 
where no such port regulation existed, he- 
came the subject of common remark among 
shippers and merchants. It was noticed to 
be a rare thing for a man running between. 
New York and Liverpool to rise or turn 
out well. And this state of things had con- 
tinued for fifty years without any amend- 
ment, though it had often engaged the at- 
tention of benevolent men. And the reason 
seems to have been this :—The above men- 
tioned dock regulation did not trouble the 
masters of vessels. They could be in their 
well warmed and luxurious quarters, and 
not feel the pinching cold of winter or the 
chilling and benumbing damp. of autumn or 
spring. It was the seamen only who were 
the sufferers; and they, as'a general thing, 
preferred to resort to their haunts on shore 
rather than to raise ‘any voice of remon- 
strance,—provided, even, they could have 
done it with any prospect of success. 


But Captain Knight was,not the ship- 
master to rest easy under svich\circumstan- 
ces. He said at once, ‘ I have no personal 
object in trying to remove this cruel restric- 
tion. .1 am warm and comfortable at my 
hotel, the Waterloo, every night. There I 
can partake of every necessary of life, and, 
it may be, of every luxury. But when I 
think of my crew—the men in whose morals 
and comforts I am compelled, by conscien- 


tious conviction, to take an interest ;—when 


I reflect that they are far away from their 
homes, and must cither find their way to a 


damp hammock on ship-board, in the depth 


of winter, without a candle to light or a fire 
to warm them,—and that they must either 
sit in this state of privation oti board the 


vessel which ought to be their home, or be- 


come the inmates of a low boarding-house, 
with every temptation surrounding them to 


injure their morals and their health, I am,. 
- I confess, amazed at the cruelty which dic- 


tated the deprivation, and at the folly, not 
to say wickedness, which has continued it. 
Liverpool is the only port in the world 
where a system so tyrannous and unjust 
exists. I have been in every sea-port of 
any extent on the face of the habitable 
globe,~—and this port is the only one where 


@ commander can be said to be without. 


any parental authority over his crew.” — 
Entertaining such sentiments, he deterng 
ined, in 1850, to have the gross wrom- 
righted. Many of his fellow shipmastesr 
disco d the attempt. They said to 
him—‘“ You are not in America, where 


Were discouraged. .Capt. Knight formed 


‘terially interfere with their “gains,” by re- 


clause in the Liverpool charter, so that fires 


“When the new regulations have been a 


‘and ten, and sometimes their whole time. 


knew of a few noble Englishmen who would 
e to back his movements, and he had 
found that the European Times would also 
be on his side. Collecting information, 
therefore, he first addressed himself to the 
Liverpool Dock Committee, as the proper 
persons to move in a matter. which con- 
cerned them most. But “they lamented. 
the evils, and sighed, but did nothing.” 
Captain Knight then called a public meet- 
ing—took measures to secure a large at- 
tendance, and procured suitable officers and 
speakers, and made a strong speech himself, 
urging such sqatiments as I have just 
quoted. But all was likely to be to no 
urpose. There was an opposing influence 
brought to bear on the Dock Committee. 
The whole crew of keepers of the above 
mentioned boarding-houses and grog-shops, 
and all whose craft affiliated with theirs, 
(and like their kindred, enumerated in a 
certain Scripture parable, ‘‘ their name was 
legion !”) raised a clamor against the new 
measure ; for, if it succeeded, it would ma- 
moving the necessity of sailors coming ashore 
to escape from suffering in the damp, dark, 
cold forecastles on ship-board. fore 
they plied their influence with an energy 
likely to be begotten by an INTEREST 27 
danger. It was obvious, then, that some 
more potent lever must be applied. : 
On the opposite shore of the the Mersey, 
there was a rival Dock Company, the “‘Ber- 
kenhead.” Their Docks were not yet com- 
plete, and the time prescribed by their char- 
ter had nearly expired, and the contractors 


the purpose, in connection with the other 
shipmasters in port, of diverting all Ameri- 
can shipping from the Liverpool to the 
Berkenhead Docks, where no such inhuman 
restriction concerning fires and lights would 
be imposed. But the works of the latter 
were incomplete, and the charter. was about 
to expire. To allow time to accomplish 
anything, ‘his must be renewed. | 
With a petition to this effect, he went 
to London himself. He got a Committee 
of Parliament appointed and went person- 
ally before them. Attending to his own 
business in Liverpool one day, he would 
ride to London in the cars during the night, 
and appear before the Committee of Par- 
liament and plead his case on the next. 
And his reasoning was so unanswerable, 
that it gained for him the result he sought. 
The Dock charter was extended, and Capt. 
Knight sailed on his return to New York. 
There he was ready to carry out the other 
part of his plan. ne Ok 
The‘ great American house, Brown, 
Shiply & Co., had previously agreed to use 
all their influence to remove American ship- 
ping from Liverpool Docks, on account of 
the cruel port restriction. But in Septem- 
ber 1850 there was a meeting of the prin- 
cipal shipowners and shippers, at which 
they signed a strong paper, complaining of 
the regulation of the Liverpool Docks, and 
declaring their intention to remove their 
whole interest to Berkenhead, if the griev- 
ance was not remedied. : | 
Says one, who was personally acquainted 
with these facts, in giving an account of 
them, ‘‘ This was a home thrust, the inter- 
est of Liverpool was threatened, the Dock 
Committee woke up. They were amazed 
to see things hurried so. They always 
meant to do something, but they thought 
tne Captain was unnecessarily in haste! 
He thought differently, and would not de- 
lay. The result was, an application to 
Parliament to change the objectionable 


and lights might be permitted. The petition 
was granted. And on the 9th of Septem- 
ber 1851, the sailors were for the first time 
allowed in Liverpool, the privilege of fires 
and lights, thus making their ships warm 
and comfortable.” | 

The European Times, in announcing this 
beneficial change, speaks as follows: 


few years in existence, people will marvel 
how they could, for half a century, have 
subjected the poor tar to such a barbarous 
and cruel regulation ;—but few of them, in 
all probability, will care to remember that 
they owe the change, to one clever, ener- 
getic, and philanthropic (and he — to 
have added Christian) man, Capt. Amght, 
of the New World.” be 

‘Since the change, a shipmaster has 
testified that his crew did not lose a single 
day while in port, whereas, formerly, such 
was the effect of spending nights on shore, 
that every man lost from six days, to eight 


The men are better fed, better lodged, more 
contented on shipboard, than they could be 
in boarding houses,—and it is said that the 
harpey shops and dens, do not take, by a 
pound a week, so much as they did before. 
Thousands of young men will owe their 
preservation,—their success in life, their 
very life itself to this most philanthropic 
reform.” 
Captain Knight had hardly given the 
finishing stroke to this noble work when he 
accepted the appointment of Agent of the 
P. M. 8. 8. Co., on this coast, and at once 
left New York to take up his residence in 
this city. * Concerning character and 
course of life, while he held that office, it 
remains for me briefly to speak. _— 
About three years ago, he came 
us, a stranger. He came to represent 


control interests, at an important 
crisis. He came to occupy a position of 
great y; and delica- | 
cy. Of he was aware, and he address- 


conscien 
Company he represented, he gave himself 
bis with a self 
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It was his first care so to conduct the 
business of the Company, as not to inter- 
fere with the proper and sacred observance 


of the Christian Sabbath. He determed 


at the.outset, to secure, to ovr city, the 
first day of the week, as free from business 
and care, as it is in any city in the country, 
as far as his influence and example could 
do it. The chief.obstacle that he found in 
the way of this, was the sailing of the 
Steamers on the Sabbath, when the lst and 
15th of the month happened to occur on 
that day. By a singular coincidence of 
circumstances in the settlement of this 
country a new day seems to have been ad- 
ded to our calender, and we called it 
Steamer Day. Its occupation is more im- 
portant, constant and exciting than amy 
other in the month. It calls into intense 
activity the thoughts and hands of almost 
everybody in the city. Passengers on the 
eve of their departure homeward, must 
take leave-of their friends; and to them, 
it is a day‘of hurry and excitement. And 
the friends whom they leave behind, have 
hardly less to engage their thoughts or 
employ their time. Business men must 
close their despatches, and fathers, hus- 
bands, sons and brothers here, must write 
a last page to families and loyed ones at 
home. Tha Post office and the expresses 
must be open up to the last moment, and 
every principal and employee in them all 
must be at his post. | 

There must be riding hither and thither, 
and quick despatch, and hurrying to and 
fro,— and then the dense excited crowd 
around the Steamer, to see her glide out 
into the stream, and watch her departure. 
All this in such a community as ours, in- 
volves almost every person in the city, 
more or less in business. When, therefore - 
“ Steamer-lay” fell on Sunday, the day 
was unavoidably secularized. It made it, 
necessarily, the busiest day of the week ! 

Such a man as Captain Knight, had an 
eye to this, at. a glance. He'saw how it 
broke down the distinction between sacred. 
and secu/ar time. And at thedirst moment 
that he could get liberty from the P. QO. 
Department and the Company, to make 
his arrangements so as to avoid this great 
public evil,—-his standing advertisements 
always read, ‘‘ the steamers and mails will 
leave on the Ist and 15th of each month, 
—ercept when falling on Sunday, in which 
case they will leave on the Saturday pre- 
vious.” 

This arrangement seems simple, and 
eusy to be made, but its advantages were 
great and important. It has secured to this 
city for nearly three years, a Sabbath un- 
disturbed and unsecularized by the vast 
amount and varicty of business and excite- 
ment, in which the movements of that 
Company’s Steamers, have, during that 
time, involved our entire community. It 
has secured to this city the advantage of 
the same usage that is enjoyed in other 
cities of the Union,—-release from business 
on the Sabbath, and the preserving of the 
day sacred to the purposes of religion. . 

It has done more for the advantage of 
this city, in this particular, than any change, 


in any one great commercial Company 


could do in our Eastern and older cities. 


Because, as has been before said, move- 
ments of homeward bound, Ocean Steamers 
with us, set a large part of the community 
to work, whether they will or not. If 
steamers sail, they are obliged to work, or 
quit their business. And on all hands it 
creates a general stir and confusion, and 
gives a business air about town, and inter- 
feres with the due observance of the day. 

Some who desire to attend Divine wor- 
ship, are prevented; many who go, go with 
minds over-weary—burdened with thoughts 
of business, and they are most unfit for the 
high and important duties which they un- 
dertaks. In short, if there is any reason 
why Congress and other Legislative bodies 
should adjourn on the Sabbath,—if there is 
any reeson why Courts of Justice should 
not remain in session on that day, or the 
entire business of the community be trans- 
acted as on other days, there is just as 
much,—there is just the same reason why 
the business of Steamship Companies, and 
the like, should be suspended, so as to 
allow all concerned to observe the day ac- 
cording to the spirit of the Christian re 
ligion. 

If it would be wrong for either of these 
branches of labor to be pursued, irrespec- 
tive of the Sabbath, it is wrong for any 
and all... If the continued sessions of our 
Congress and Legislative bodies, and the 
opening of our Courts of Justice on the 
Sabbath,— if the holding of our elections 
and the common transaction of all official 
business would tend to demoralize commu- 
nity, and sink society again to barbarism, 
then: the sailing of steamers on the Sabbath, 
(especially when it involves the whole com- 
munity in the consequences as it does in 
this city )—tends directly to the same re-; 

Captain Knight, understood and appre- 
ciated all this, and the securing of the 
arrangement, protecting us in the undis- 
turbed enjoyment of the Sabbath, as far 
as any movements of his steamers were 


‘concerned, was one of his earliest official 


acts. 

_ The first day of January 1854 will fall 
on the Sabbath. While we thus dwell on 
the memory of the virtues and excellent 
influence of him who has left us,—do I not 
represent the wishes of this Christian com- 
munity, in expressing the hope and confi- 
dent expectation that before the beginning 


of that New Year shall come a similar 


arrangement will be agreed upon by those 
now in control of our ocean steamers, that, 
as far as they are concerned, We aS & avy, 
enjoy undisturbed Sa 


But his course while he was with us, needs 
no further review from me, to my audience. 
It is familiar alike to us all. It cannot be 


better described than in the of 
the follo Resolutions, pa at a 
meeting of the Bankers, Merchants, and 
others citizens of San Francisco, assembled 

red ined at his death and their 


tify th 
Whereas, our esteemed fellow citizen, 


This, I believe G 
the merchants Capt. E. Knight, late agent of the Pacific 
| . These was of At, sich | Divine Providence has been y strick- 


> 


friend our cofomunity has suffe 


the prime of his usefulness, and whereas it 
is eminently proper, when a digtingui 
citizen dies, that those who ly 


testify their grief at his loss— © 
_ Therefore, we, the merchanté 
and other citizens of San 
public meeting assembled, do 
follows, to wit : 

lst, That in the death of o 


able loss; and we, who 
im intimately in his business a 
lations, have been bereft of 
most valued associates. { 
2d, Resolved, That in the opigion of this 


meeting Capt. Knight combined in_his | th 


character, in an eminent degree, those noble, | 
manly qualities which entitled him not only 
to the respect and confidence, but to the 
affectionate regard of all who knew him 
best. With a firm integrity of purpose, 
which never faltered, with a keen sense of 
honor which scorned an evasion, with a 
straightforward honesty which resorted 
to no subterfuges, he combined a simplicity 
of heart and a frankness of demeanor, 
which commanded the respect, whilst it 
secured the affectionate esteem of all with 
whom he was brought into contact.— 
Scrupulously just in his business relations, 
generous almost to a fault, when his sympa- 
thies were appealed to, gentle and confiding 
in his temper, and always ready to forgive 
a fault in others, he judged harshly only of 
his own imperfections. 

od, Resolved, That that there are few 
of our. prominent citizens, who, in their 
official relations, and by private usefulness, 
have contributed more to promote the wel- 
fare of our city, while his obliging dispo- 
sition, and desire to subserve the interests 
of the commercial community have stamped 
him as one of our most esteemed and valued 
citizens.” 

Although Capt. Knight had resigned his 
Office as Agent of the P. M. 8.8. Co. 
preparatory to leaving for the East, it was 
his intention and expectation to return 
here in another capacity, and in charge of 
other interests. His earnest mind had 
formed other plans for himself, and to those 
he refers in the last letter he ever wrote, 
which was addressed to his fellow citizens; 
and dated the 27th of last month. His 
language is as follows : 7 

‘Since contemplating my departure fo 
the East, several of you have expressed to 
me your belief that I can render service to 
our city and State, by assisting in a pro- 
ject uppermost in the hearts of all true 
friends of San-Francisco. I assure those 
of you who have thus honored ime, that 
whatever influence I can bring to bear upon 
that, or any other enterprise calculated to’ 
develope the whole resources of our State, 
I shall most cheerfully, apply to that end— 
and I further assure you, that my efforts 
will always be most agreeable to myself, 
when most successfully applied to the best 


interests of the city and State of my adop- 


tion.” 
He penned these sentences, when he ap- 

peared to himself, and to all, to be in the 

prime of life, and in the midst of his days. 
By unusual industry, and almost unex- 


ampled energy,—prospered hy a favoring |} 
Providence which he always delighted to 


recognize, he rose from humble beginnings, 
to positions of usefulness and trust attained 


| by few,—and he discharged his important 


duties, with a firmness,—a disinterestedness, 
and an impartiality, that won the. respect 
and admiration of all who knew him inti- 
mately. 
With a spirit of indomitable courage 


and determination, which never counted } 


success in what he undertook, uncertain, he 
seemed fitted, by nature, and by his severe 
and practical education to enter upon, and 
achieve the greater enterprises of manhood! 
So, I say, it seemed to him, and would 
have seemed to all who might have cast a 
glance at the future as he stood related to 
it, while he wrote the sentiments I have 
quoted to you. And no good man could 
have reflected on this prospect, without feel- 
ing grateful that so much truth and virtue 
and right principle, were united with that 
strength, courage and energy, which seem- 
ed destined to wield so wide: an influence. 
But to the mind of the Omniscient One, 
there appeared a different view ! The All- 
Wise God, the Creator and disposer of 
Life, had a different purpose. He, whose 
“thoughts are not our thoughts,”—-‘‘whose 
Ways are not our ways,”—hbut whose 
thoughts and ways are higher than ours, 
“‘even as the heavens are higher than the 
earth,” saw best that the “ change in his 
sphere of life,” which our departed friend 
sometimes spoke of, and seemed_ to antici- 
— should be from earth, to Hearen !— 
hat those powers which to us seemed so 
much needed in their matare strength here, 
should, in the flower of life, be transferred, 
to unfold above ! | 


And so it came to pass. He had hardly 
put a period to that characteristic and fra- 
ternal letter, last quoted, when violent dis- 
ease seized him. What remains ¢an be 
told in a few words. By the long continued 
activity and anxiety of his mind, his ner- 
vous system had been wound up to the 
highest of tension. And‘when dis- 
ease took hold of his system, it touched 
the brain, and the control of reason fell. 
Throughout the two weeks of his sickness, 
his mind was in constant, powerful working, 
but for the most part, it was at random, 
and without direction. He talked of his 
business, he talked of his friends, and he 
only seemed restive when he thought of 
being detained here beyond the time he 
had set for his departure. 


> 


| ant,—-where the very air ds 
_| they have no need of the sun, neither of 


ey’” 


How little did the English merchant im- 
agine that the seed of kindness, sowninthe — 


moon to shine in it, for the GHory of 
doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
thereof”! ‘‘ And‘I heard a- voice 
uuto me, Write, blessed are the dead w 


die in the Lord, from hepeeforthves a 


saith the Spirit,—that. they may rest from 
their labors, 


‘Though for our departed frien 
the world, his loss is great. He purstgd a 
business that made him widely Known.— 
And whereever he was known, there will 
be sincere mourners, as the sad news goes 
round the world. There will,ere long be 
sad meeting of that Company, in whose 


service he literally wore his. life out: —His — 


former fellow officers and men, will pay a 
heartfelt tribute of respect to his memory 
as, in their various quarters and distant 
regions, the news of his death. reaches 
them. 
And in many a comfortable, well-warmed 
forecastle, in the Docks at Liverpool, 
during the coming winter, and hereafter, will 
it be told by grateful men, that they owe 
their warmth and their light,to the disinter- 


ested kindness of him concerning whose 
early death they will speak with sadness. 


And who can know how many of those 


school-children, whom he advised and en- | 


couraged in his journey, when, now in their 
youth they learn of his death,—may honor 
his character and resolve to emulate his 
virtues! In short, weide/y in the world will 
his death be noticed ang lamented, and 
many tongues will speak}Pis praise. 

But no sorrow can compare with that, 
which weighs to the dust the stricken hearts 
of his desolate family! Lonely and sad 
they pursue their way to their early home, 
only to learn more fully the extent of their 
bereavement. May ths God of the widow 
and. the fatherless, take them into his 
Fatherly protection, and mercifully assuage 
their sorrow with such comforts’ as He 
alone can impart. 

And it would be wrong for me to con- 
clude, without pointing to our departed. 
friend as an example of as one, who passed 
through all the hardships, and teniptations 
of “life before the mast,” and yet remained 
a pure minded man,a strict temperance man, 
aman who never, on any occasion, uttered 
a profane word, and always professed and 
honored religion and all its institutions. 


‘Adhering strictly to these -principles of 


truth and right, he rose by the force of 
his own determination and energy, as any 
other young man may rise, with the blessing 
of God, to eminence and distinguished 
usefulness, 
and he determined not to fail in what he un- 
dertook. And he did not. 


our country. | 


Fruits of Kindness. 


Some people are curious in xagabnyn 


the produce of a seed, and I am very fond’ 


of tracing the effect of a kind action. - - 
An English merchant resided many 
years at Canton and Macao, where a sud- 
den reverse of fortune reduced him from a 
state of affluence to the greatest necessity. 
A Chinese merchant named Chinqua, to 


whom he had formerly rendered service, 
gratefully offered him an immediate loan of 
ten thousand dollars, which the gentleman 

accepted, and gave his bond for the amount. — 


This the Chinese threw into the fire, say- 
ing, ‘‘ When you, my friend, came to China, 
I was a poor man. 


made me rich: Our destiny is now re 
versed; I see you poor, while I am blessed 
with affluence.’ The bystanders had snatch- 
ed the bond from the flames. The gentle- 
man, sensibly affected by such generosity, 
pressed his Chinese friend to take the secu- 
rity, which he did, and then effectually de- 


stroyed it. The disciple of Confucius, be--— 


holding the increased distress it occasioned, 
said ‘he would accept his watch, or any 
little valuable, as a memorial of their 
friendship.’ The 
presented his watch, and Chinqua, in re- 
turn, gave him an old iron seal, saying, 
‘Take this seal—it is one I have long used, 
and possesses no intrinsic value, -but as you 
are going to India to look after your onut- 
standing concerns, should fortune further 


persecute you, draw upon me for any far- - 


ther sum of money you may stand in need 
of, sign it with your own hand, and seal. it 
with this signet, and I will pay the mon- 


heart of his Chinese friend, would spri 
up and such an abundant 
relate this anecdote to my younger friends, 


that they may see how a kind action done. 4 


to-day may be gratefully acknowledged and 
liberally recompensed on some distant mor- 
row. Say what we will, one to-day is 
worth more than a dozen to-morrow. _ 


— 


and their works do, follow 


with Christ, is far better,’—to us and to~— 


He asked no help, but of God, °. 


So the world 
testifies to-day, and history will assign to | 
him a place among the self-made men of 7 


You took me by the: 
hand, and assisting my honest endeavors, 


entleman immediately - 


is 
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